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St. Petersburg Transportation

Florida Commuter Transportation Summit
May 2017

Transportation in St. Petersburg’s
Comprehensive Plan Element
• Multimodal transportation system that supports alternative
modes
• Public transit
• Bicycling
• Walking
• Intermodal facilities for efficient transfer between
modes
• Safe and easily accessible transportation system
• Residents
• Visitors
• Businesses
• Energy‐efficient and capable of serving existing and
projected travel demand.
• Compatible with and supportive of the goals, objectives and
policies of the Future Land Use Element
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Complete Streets Policy

Complete Streets are planned, designed, operated, and maintained so that
people of all ages and physical and economic abilities can safely and
comfortably move around the city street network. A Complete Street
provides the right accommodation for the land use context.

Complete Streets are NOT a mandate to provide
exclusive facilities for each mode on every street

▶

Ignores the land use context

▶

Ignores the systemic nature of the
transportation network

▶

May result in facilities that are
undesirable for the many
vulnerable road users
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Why the Strong Commitment
to Complete Streets?
▶

Public Safety

▶

Quality of Life

▶

Economic Vitality and Growth

“Four in five millennials say they want to live in places where they have a
variety of options to get to jobs, school or daily needs, according to a new
survey of Americans age 18-34 in 10 major U.S. cities, released today by
The Rockefeller Foundation and Transportation for America.” – April 2014
“Nearly 78 percent of people over age 45 want to stay in their home for as
long as possible, and 80 percent believe their current community is where
they will always live.” - AARP Home and Community Preferences of the
45+ Population, 2014.

City of St. Petersburg
Complete Streets Policy
1.

Planning and design shall equally consider all modes

1.

Land use context matters, not just motor vehicle level of
service

1.

Implementation Plan to guide future facilities

1.

Draw upon all appropriate sources of funding

1.

City Departments shall incorporate principles into work
plans
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Bicycle Network developed
under CityTrails

Complete Streets in St. Pete
Already in motion…
Roadway Modifications
▶

RRFBs: 52 existing, 50 recently completed

▶

Central Avenue Speed Limit Optimization

▶

1st St S and Bayshore Drive protected bikeway enhancements

▶

Resurfacing Opportunities

Operations & Management
▶

Comprehensive Plan Amendments

▶

Downtown Wayfinding

▶

Downtown transit route modifications/the “Grid”

▶

Bike Share
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Complete Streets Implementation Plan
1.

Public engagement process

1.

Functional classification overlay >>
modal preference & design speed
based on land use

1.

Design guidance

1.

Develop evaluation metrics

1.

Update 2003 Bicycle Pedestrian
Master Plan >> prioritized projects
list
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Downtown Transportation &
Urban Mobility
Part of a Broad Plan to Increase Quality of Life for
Residents, Attract Tourists, and Attract/Retain
Businesses

Downtown Transportation &
Urban Mobility – Multimodal
Accommodation and Integration
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Parking Management
Transit
Bike Share
Cross‐Bay Ferry
Wayfinding
Walkability
Other on‐demand
transportation
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Transit Improvements
• Premium Transit Development
• Central Avenue Bus Rapid Transit
• Regional Farebox and Smart Card System

Parking Management
Demand and Adequacy Study
• Identified Needs
• Reduce on‐street congestion
• Add off‐street parking in the future as part of impactful
public/private development projects
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Parking Management
Demand and Adequacy Study

• Identified Needs
User convenience
matters
• Park Mobile app
• Credit card enabled
devices
• Wayfinding

Transit Improvements
• Grid plan that includes route redesign
• 2015‐2016 ‐ Phase I ‐ Redesign for expansion
Downtown and reduction at Williams Park
• 2016‐2018 ‐ Circulator redesign and
refinement of Phase I changes
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William’s Park Parking & Complete Streets
Improvements

Bike Share
• Complements existing, award-winning bicycle and
pedestrian culture
• 112 miles of bicycle facilities (on-road network
and separated trails/bike paths)
• Bicycle Friendly Community
• Florida’s Best Walking City

9

5/22/2017

Public‐Private Partnership
▶

City – owns all equipment & provides use of Right of Way

▶

CycleHop – operations & primary vendor

▶

Social Bicycles (SoBi) – equipment manufacturer & software/technology provider

Phase I Implementation
▶ November 2016:
▶ Brand and membership promotion
▶ Program Soft Launch of 100 Corporate‐Fleet green bikes at 10
hubs
▶ Mid‐December through January 2017:
▶ Installation of remaining equipment
▶ Receipt and introduction of City fleet of blue bikes
▶ February 2017: Full Program Launch
▶ 300 Bicycles
▶ 30 Hubs
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Where will you find Bike Share?
www.coaststpete.com

Bike Share
System Preliminary Indications
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Cross‐Bay Ferry

The Cross‐Bay Ferry pilot project was a collaborative
experiment undertaken by the Cities of St. Petersburg and
Tampa, and the Counties of Pinellas and Hillsborough.

Ferry Route and Destinations
The Ferry traveled to and from Downtown St. Petersburg to
Downtown Tampa, docking at the Vinoy Basin in St. Pete and
adjacent to the Convention Center in Tampa
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How did people get to the Ferry from
their place of origin?
Nearly 1/3 of the passengers indicated that they drove their
automobile to the ferry terminal. The second most common
method for arriving at the ferry terminal was by walking, with
ride share service (taxi, Uber, Lyft, etc.) third.

Once the ferry arrived, how did
passengers get around?
Once passengers arrived at their
destination, they utilized the following
modal methods:
➢69% of the passengers walked to their
destination
➢12% utilized ride sharing (taxi, Uber,
Lyft, etc.)
➢10% utilized some form of transit (bus,
streetcar, downtowner)
➢5% utilized their own bicycle
➢2% utilized bike share
➢2% utilized a personal automobile.
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Are people riding the ferry?
OVERALL
Total passenger count from November 2016 through
April 2017 is over 40,000.
Highest paid ridership occurred in April with just over
10,000 passengers

Why are people riding the ferry?

➢Approximately 2/3 of survey respondents stated that their
trip was induced by the transportation mode and may not
have taken place without the ferry service.
➢Approximately 1/3 indicated that they used the ferry
INSTEAD of their car to make a trip that was previously
planned.
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Are people bringing bicycles on board?
Yes, and in large numbers.
The total number of bicycles brought on board between
November 2016 and February 2017 was 473.
The most bicycles brought on board occurred in February at
171.
Bikes brought on board were personally owned as bike share
was available in St. Petersburg and Tampa.

Where are the passengers
coming from?
➢The split by departure city is roughly even at 50%
for both St. Petersburg and Tampa.
➢90% of the passengers have been Tampa Bay
residents
➢72% of all people from Pinellas and Hillsborough
County zip codes have used the Ferry

15

5/22/2017

Ferry’s Impact on local businesses
The ferry has had a positive economic impact on local
businesses. Passengers surveyed indicated the following
destinations:
77% dined, 25% went to museums, 24% shopped, and 11%
went to a sporting event. Only 12% said they rode the ferry
as a ride, meaning there was no other destination other than
riding the ferry.
(note: those surveyed could choose more than one option
that applied)

Wayfinding
• 5‐Year Capital Program
• Phase I (Vehicular) includes Downtown St. Petersburg
with an emphasis on vehicular directional signs;
approximately 100 signs to be installed in Fall 2017
• Phase I (Pedestrian) includes refreshed kiosk design
that’s more map‐oriented and pointer signs to direct to
frontages with shopping, dining, cultural opportunities
• Promotes walkability and bicycle transportation
and is integrated with Bike Share map
design/location
• Allows for integration with business community
• Coordinated with City’s branding initiative
• Highlights City’s distinct districts for additional
placemaking and branding

16

5/22/2017

Wayfinding

Walkability
• Pedestrian bulbouts expansion
• $1.7M ($1.4M State grant) for bulbouts on 3rd and 4th
Streets
• City capital funds programmed for additional locations
throughout Downtown and Edge Districts
• Painted Intersection collaboration
• Pedestrian traffic signal timings
• Optimized to provide
• pedestrians with
• maximized walk time
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Other On‐Demand
Transportation Options
• City willing to make
Transportation Network
Companies more common in
St. Petersburg, pending state
Legislation
• Pedalcab service launched in
2015
• LSV/Electric Cart service
launched in 2016

Questions?
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