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Leave the car parked in the driveway:
Achieving Alternative Methods of Transportation
Florida Commuter Choice Summit
April 12, 2012

Who are we?
•
•
•
•
•

Largest city in Sarasota County
Up‐and‐coming community
Young families
Primarily a residential community.
800 miles of local roadways.
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Designated one of Florida’s
“Best Workplaces for Commuters”
– National Center for Urban Transportation
Research, USF

• Four‐day, 10‐hour per day
work week schedules for
Police and Fire Rescue
• City employees can ride
SCAT buses for free
• Bicycle racks in front of most
City facilities
• Bus service stops in front of
many City facilities, including
City Hall
• “Beat The Gas Pump” Day
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2010 survey of our employees.
– 173 responded of the 240 with access to
take the survey.
– 45 percent live 5 miles or less from work.
– Recommendations to further encourage
commute alternatives

Beyond City Hall..
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• $100,000 in sidewalk
expansion each year.
• 65 bike racks
strategically placed
throughout the City.
• Extra wide shoulders
on arterial roadways
for cyclists.

Park‐like settings along roadways
–
–
–
–
–

Large trees for shade
Ponds with fountains
Pedestrian signage, distance markers
Gazebos, decorative street lights
Weaving sidewalks strategically placed away
from travel lanes
– Multi‐modal
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SCAT is a strong partner.
– City recently built five bus shelters
– SCAT is building an additional 19.
Completed by the end of this summer.

• Bus shelters are now part of the
planning process for new commercial
projects.
• Future: Transfer Station in North Port

SCAT Express Bus
• Route from North Port to downtown Sarasota
in just over an hour.
• The buses includes:
–
–
–
–
–

high‐back, reclining seats with armrests;
package and storage racks;
individual lighting and air conditioning controls;
in‐seat multiple audio channels;
Free Wi‐Fi is coming soon.
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New Park and Ride Lot
• 1.16 acres next to City Hall
• Includes 60 parking spaces
– Carpooling
– Bus service, including Express Bus
• Funded through a Joint Participation
Agreement with FDOT and a local Sarasota
County Transportation Authority match.

• Incorporated into the planning
process.
– Walk-ability is highly valued in our
City’s Activity Centers.
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Telling the story…
• Links on the City’s website
– Carpooling
– MapMyRide.com and
MapMyRun.com
– Services like SCAT and
Commuter Services
• City’s newsletters, TV show,
media releases, outreach
activities

Erin Bryce, Community Outreach Manager,
ebryce@cityofnorthport.com, (941) 429‐7165
Stan Frank, Grants and Environmental
Coordinator, sfrank@cityofnorthport.com,
(941) 429‐7234
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